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“Webster Wanted To Leave Bafore He w.: Forced Out (¢

~By JOHN P. WALLACHs™

~Hearst News Servicae=

WASINGTON == CIA Director William Webster, whose resignation took
the nation's capital by surprise Wednesday, believed that a shadowy
cabal of UWhite House officials was gurmming for him, according te a
source close to Wabster,

The source, a high intelligence official who declined to be
identi{fied, said Webster felt that {f he tried to stay on in his pocst
for another year, he would have bsen forced out,

The source alsc quoted Webster as saying just after President Bush
arnmounced the CIR chief's resignation, '‘'This was all my initiative., I
didn't want them coming for me. I wanted the hig ground. I didn't
want to be pushed.‘'’

But Webster added, according to the source, '‘If I had stayed for
anothar year, !l would have beaen (pushed).'?

Webster took the CIlR post in 1987, replacing the atling William
Casey, whose involvament in the Iran—-contra scandal of the Reagan
administration was revealed after he died of brain cancer later that
year. Bush asked Webster to keap eh. CIA focumed on intelligence and
net policy matters.

On Capitol Hill Wednesday, Webster won high 9ru!.o for doing Just
that, '‘After ocur experience with Dirsctor Casey, he was just what the
doctorrdered, '’ said Rep. Anthony Beilenson, D-Calif., former
chairman of the House Intelligence Committee.

But the CIA came in for strong criticism for intelligence gaps
before and during the Persian Gulf War. For inssance, (&t estimated
about a week before lraqi President S8addam Hussein's takeover of
Kuwait that he would use force. But the agency did nos expect that he
would seize the entire country.

During the war, Wabster was criticized for all.nodly
‘‘worst-casing,’'’ or ovarestimating, Irag's military capabilities,
theraby exaggerating the Iraqi threat 8o he would lcok gold after the
War,

He told friends, however, that he did not believe that had anything
to do with the campaign to ocust him, the intelligence source said.

Bush also denied in his news conference that intelligence failures
during the Gulf War played any role in Webster's departure. The
president said he had '‘no complaints whatsocevar'' about the work done
by the CIR and other intelligence agencies.

‘‘So we all got criticiam. CIA pgot a little. Dafensa Department pgot
4 little, We took on some water over here, But the result was superb
and the intelligence was outstanding and the commnity parformad
fantastically,'’

Webster, the intelligence source said, thought about resigning the
entire month of April but told only Dof.nso Secretary Dick Cheney

about his plan.
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me.?::":” ;":ﬁ”m'd Bush about his decision at their regular breakfast
¢ las ursday. They had planned to anne it M
not because Bush wag hospitalized over the kune- i onddy but did
heart beat, weakend with anm irregular
R number of factors contribute '

sald, including thq fact that hisdn::mf:b:;:: :'d::::::?' fhidlourc.
;W:'lliﬂlnci briefing to the presiden had been taken ovnqu; t::ly
ational Security Council, which sifts CIA and other intelligence data

Webster was thus reduced to seeing the president three ¢
weak, genarally for breakfast, and always in the com Nat (o
Security Adviser Brent 8 pany of Natioral

4 Cowcroft, who heads the NSC and Rob
deputy NBC director. ert Gates,

‘‘He (Gates) has to be No. { or his (the prasident’'s) list,'' the
source qQuoted Webster as saying. Gates wis President Reagan's first
choice to head the CIA after Casey's departure in 1987.

But Gates was forced to withdraw his nomination after coming under
congressional criticism for his role in the lran-contra affair, in
which the Reagan administration secretly sold arms to Iran to secure
the release of U.S8, hostages, and used the profits to Supply weapons
to the contra rebels in Nicaragua.

Gates might have trouble getting confirmed this time, alsc becauss

of Iran, a White House source said Wednesday.
But Sen. William Cohen, R-Maine, a former vice chairman of the

Eenate Intelligence Committee, said, '‘'Il would recommend somecre like
Bob Gates'' for the job. ‘'l believe that he would be able to be
confirmed notwithstanding the questions that were raised'' in 1987.
Cohan said that ‘‘emotions were high (then) and I think that he was
not given fair or full consideration of the Job that he had done.''

The Iran issue has re-surfaced amid allegations that Bush took part
in an illegal 1980 effort batween Iran and the Reagan campaign, headad
by Casey, to prolong the captivity of American hostages and thus
damage Jimmy Carter's chances against Reagan. On Wednesday, Bus
called the charges '‘grossly untrue, facutally incorrect, bald-faced
lies, !

There also has bean speculation that another former ClA official,
James Lilley, might replace Webster, Lilley is departing Friday as the
U.8. ambassader to China.

In preparing to leave the CIA, Webster was quoted by a friend as
saying: '‘When my record is loocked at, no one can say ! was
vulnerable. I'm not under siege. No cne is saying I've failed.*'?

Before taking over the CIA, Wabster, €7, had earnad a good
reputation during his nine years as head of the FBI.

Webster told a friend Wednesday he di not know definitely who in
tha White House was trying to force him out. He was said to beliesve
that Gates may have been behind some anonymous administration leaks
that have plagued Webster for more than a year,

In that time, newspapers have reported that Bush was unhappy with
the job Webster was doing and wanted to replace him., But sach time
such a story surfaced, Bush went to great pains te reassure Webster,
aven visiting CIA headquarters to bolster his morals.

The intelligence source said the only story that really got to
Webster was one that appeared last month in the Philadelphia Iquirer.
In it, an anonymous White House official was quoted as saying Webster
was ‘‘pathetic'' in his Job and that he was so inarticulate that he
could not complete a santence.

COMTid e 33.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/23 : CIA-RDP99-01448R000401660110-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/23 : CIA-RDP99-01448R000401660110-0

Webster asked Gates about the leak, and the NEC offict?} told ;iTl
according to the sourde, who was present at the meet ing? Lo:kL BL Ly
I'm not behind it. I1'm one of your strongest nqpportors arounh t.n .

That apparantly did little to assuage Webster's fealings tha ) X
was being hounded out. Whan a friend asked Webster about h}: parsona
relationship with Bush, the CIA chief saids '‘It was good. He
po ntadly stopped short of saying it was very good or great.

Webster was described as being eager to return to private law
practice in the nation's capital. He was a former fedaral .pp.li‘t;t
Judge and district court Jjudge, and hae served as U.S. attorney in .
Louis before heading the FBI.

Mo e e <

John P. Wallach is foreign editor for The Hearst Nawspapers.
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